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of can Be 
“Andrea Braiden (right) was one of the victims of the van attack in Toronto on Apr. 23. A dedicated memorial (left) has been set-up in 
the Yonge/Finch area to honor the victims of the tragedy. (Photos Courtesy of Linkedin/Blawal Aleem) 


Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson 
says the Town is looking to help the 
devastated family of a local woman 
killed in the truck attack in Toronto 
last month. 

33-year-old Andrea Knafelc Brad- 
den was one of ten people killed when 
a rented van struck pedestrians in the 
Yonge and Finch area on Apr. 23. 

“It’s awful,” Thompson told Peel 


Weekly News. “I feel for the family.” 

He reached out to the family, but 
hadn’t heard back as of Monday after- 
noon. He wasn’t sure what kind of 
support the Town could offer the fam- 
ily at this point, but says something is 
in the works. 

“We've always been there. We’ve 
supported our community for every- 
thing.” “Until we get something under 
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way, we'll see what we can do. We’re 
definitely seeing what assistance and 
what we can really do at this point. 
I’ve been talking to the CEO and we're 
working on it. That’s where I’m head- 
ing now, to talk about it. Just let the 
experts do what they need to do first,” 
he said. 
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Time for answers on truck attack, not platitudes 


Continued from Pg 1 


Ms. Bradden’s maiden 
name was Knafelc. She 
grew up Caledon East grad- 
uating from Robert F. Hall 
Catholic Secondary School 
in 2003. She got a bachelor 
degree in psychology from 
York University in 2008. 

Thompson says it’s diffi- 
cult to know when to con- 
tact family in situations like 
this. As of Monday, he says 
there were no funeral plans 
in place that he knew of. 

“All you can do is reach 
out and hope to get a re- 
sponse back. That’s what 
weve done. We haven't 
heard back as of yet. I’ve al- 
ways been very respectful 
of privacy and I think that’s 
the most important thing.” 

Thompson says all par- 
ents will be grieving along- 
side those of Andrea 
Bradden's right now. 

“Look, I’m a parent too,” 
he said. “I’ve got a 25 and 
23-year old. My prayers 
and my condolences go out 
to the family, oh my gosh. 


Mississauga Council pays tribute to truck attack victims 


by Marco Patrone 


Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
and Mississauga’s Council- 
lors paused to honour the 
victims of the Toronto 
truck attack which oc- 
curred on Apr. 23. 

She began the Apr. 25 
council meeting asking for 
a moment of silence, “to re- 
member the victims of the 
tragic and senseless act on 
Yonge St. between Finch 
and Sheppard, the 10 peo- 
ple who perished and the 
15 who were injured.” 

“We pray for them. In 
Mississauga, we stand with 
the people of Toronto in 
their time of need and in 
mourning. The events on 
Yonge St. have shaken us 
but they will not break our 
resolve. We will live to- 
gether in a peaceful, di- 
verse, and inclusive 


Who else would feel that 
way? A lot of times, we take 
too much for granted. We 
fail to realize how lucky we 
are and how blessed we are 
in where we live.” 

Asked if he thought this 
was public safety issue, 
Thompson struggled to 
make sense of how this 
could’ve been avoided. 

“Everyday, you get up 
and you don’t know what’s 
going to happen. You're 
never going to be able to 
control what goes through 
people’s minds. What are 
you gonna do or say? It’s a 
tough one. 

He says the Town of Cale- 
don is very strong on vol- 
unteerism. 

“Our community rallies 
on everything. We still got 
that small community feel. 
Everybody knows his or her 
neighbour. That’s why we 
have active neighbourhood 
watches. Everybody’s very 
caring,” Thompson said. 


society. We cannot let hate 
divide us.” 

Crombie says she spoke 
with Toronto Mayor John 
Tory and offered the city’s 
support, conveying her 
“thoughts, prayers and 
condolences.” 

The City has offered any 
services it could provide 
and ordered flags to be 
lowered “solidarity with 
the people of Toronto who 
perished because there but 
for the grace of God go we.” 

The victims mowed down 
by a man driving a rented 
van onto a busy sidewalk 
include eight women and 
two men ranging in age 
from 22 to 94 years old. 

25-year-old Alek Minass- 
ian is accused of murdering 
10 people and attempting 
to murder more than a 
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dozen others. 

The accused mass mur- 
derer is being held at 
Toronto South Detention 
Centre. 

Local councillors, includ- 
ing Martin Medeiros in 
Brampton, expressed 
shock and disbelief follow- 
ing the attack in Toronto. 

“When I think of all the 
times I’ve been in that part 
of Yonge and Finch and 
other areas of the city, and 
you put yourself into it. 
God forbid it’s a member of 
your own family or friends 
but that’s part of the world 
we live in. Unfortunately 
you've got to be cautious 
and cognizant of your sur- 
roundings,” Medeiros said. 
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According to the Ox- 
ford dictionary, the defi- 
nition of a politician is as 
follows: 

“A person who is 
fessionally involve 
politics” and “a person 
who acts in a manipula- 
tive and devious way, 
typically to gain ad- 
vancement within an or- 
ganization.” 

Both Oxford and Web- 
ster have been around 
for a very long time and 
perhaps they did not up- 
date this explanation in 
2018, because this can’t 
be the way it is? 

I suppose nothing re- 
ally has changed over the 
past century. It still looks 
like a politician is not a 
Politician until they are 
duly elected by the vot- 
ers, and then they turn 
into what’s described 
above. 


TO- 


Is this election already 
decided? According to 
the polls - yes. 

I’m sixty-one years old, 
and in my lifetime, I have 
seen all three top parties 
run this province. The 
NDP are an exception - 
they only had one shot at 
it and did not leave a 
good lasting impression 
with voters. 

The other two have had 
multiple years at the 
helm and we're still 
standing. 

The Liberals had a fif- 
teen-year run, and nowit 
could be time to give the 
PCs their shot at it. 

Each of the next elected 
MPPs need to quickly de- 
cide if they will be like 
the first or second defini- 
tion of Oxford’s explana- 
tion. 

The responsibility of 
cleaning up the per- 
ceived Liberal mess will 
be a huge task, and the 
Province needs to be put 
on a track for beyond 


2020. 

Jobs, livable wages, 
healthcare, education, 
hydro prices and manu- 
facturing, along with 
day-to-day operations, 
have to be the priority of 
the next government. 

Whomever wins, I 
would hope that we re- 
spect the will of the peo- 
ple and give’ the 
government their four 
years to show us what 
they can accomplish. 


With the economic 
state of affairs today, it 
won't take very long for 
the voters to determine 
what’s what! 

Will we ever be satis- 
fied with any elected gov- 
ernment? Elections and 
politics are quickly be- 
coming not as much fun 
as they used to. 

With respect to the 
election, the words I type 
showing the PCs being 
ahead by a huge margin 


is only based on what I’m 
hearing and reading. 

With only 37 days until 
the voters go to the polls, 
they will ultimately de- 
cide who wins. 

I really don’t think any 
combination of majority 
or minority governments 
are off the table anything 
is possible when we wake 
up on June 8. 


Councillor wants precautions against “wacko” truck attack “copycats” 


by Marco Patrone 


A Brampton Councillor 
wants stepped up downtown 
security to guard against 
“wackos” planning a truck at- 
tack like the one that killed 
10 people in Toronto on Apr. 


23. 

“We know there are a lot of 
copycats,” said John 
Sprovieri, Councillor for 


Wards 9 and 10. “There are 
a lot of people with mental 
health (problems) we have to 
be really mindful of that and 
take precautions because you 
never know; who ever 
thought someone was going 
to do this in Toronto?” 

The security issue has 
come up repeatedly in 
Brampton, in the aftermath 
of the terror-style truck ram- 
ming attack in the Yonge and 
Finch area in North York. 

The attack killed at least 
ten people and sent 15 others 


to hospital. It bore similari- 
ties to terror attacks in Lon- 
don, Nice, Berlin and New 
York. 

“We have to do something. 
We have this farmer’s market 
on Main St. I’m going to 
raise it this morning (Apr. 
25th) at committee. We 
need to have some proper 
barriers to protect the peo- 
ple,” Sprovieri said. 

Last week, Councillor Mar- 
tin Medeiros said Brampton 
is already looking at ways to 
erect concrete barriers to 
guard against truck attacks 
during special events. 

“Our staff is looking it that. 
We do have to prepare with 
the world we live in, espe- 
cially a big city like Bramp- 
ton. As we increase our 
population. Certainly we 
have to be prepared,” Coun- 
cillor Martin Medeiros told 


Peel Weekly News. “Toronto 
is on all our minds and that’s 
a consideration that I think 
we have to reassess.” 

Ward 3 and 4 Councillor 
Jeff Bowman raised the mat- 
ter with staff. "That is the 
exact question I asked about 
the new open spaces being 
designed to encourage peo- 
ple to gather near Garden 
Square. I asked if in light of 
yesterday's event in Toronto 
if pedestrian safety in the 
form of removable bollards 
or something else was being 
considered. The response 
was yes, but that staff would 
get back to us with plans. 
This would only be used dur- 
ing special events when 
larger numbers of people are 
in attendance,” Bowman 
said. 

Sprovieri is particularly 
concerned about downtown 


street markets. “On Main St. 
in the Centre, we have the 
Farmer’s Market and it’s just 
full of people. 

It’s just an invitation for a 
wacko who sees the opportu- 
nity there to do some dam- 
age. So I want it on the 
agenda this morning to dis- 
cuss about, making sure we 
take proper precautions.” 
The Toronto attack contin- 


ues to resonate with politi- 
cians who never imagined 
such a thing happening here. 

“To me it’s totally a shock 
that it would happen right 
here in our peaceful Toronto. 
It’s known all over the world 
for being one of the safest 
cities in the world. It’s mind 
boggling that it happened 
here,” Sprovieri said. 
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Trudeau unleashes Euro-style migrant crisis 
amidst border chaos 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


With his personal popularity 
on the wane, and allies facing 
electoral drubbing, it appears 
PM Justin Trudeau is going 
scorched earth. 

The nice-guy mask is off, as 
it was fooling fewer people 
anyway. Ontarians are moving 
to send his left-wing friends in 
the Wynne government pack- 
ing. Alberta’s ill-advised flirta- 
tion with socialism is up next 

ear. 

They'll be replaced by seri- 
ous men with very different 
views, who will vigorously op- 
pose Trudeau’s agenda. This is 
critical, as our survival as a 
free and wealthy nation de- 
pends on it. 

Since Trudeau realizes there 
may not be a second majority, 
or even a second term he's 
putting pedal to the metal as 
operation “fundamental 
transformation” Canadian- 
style kicks into high gear. 

That means running 
roughshod over the interests 
of Canadians, including our 


safety. He’s done it through 
the use of social media, creat- 
ing border chaos, triggering a 
avalanche of illegals at the 
border. 

His message via Twitter, 
“To those fleeing persecution, 
terror & war, Canadians will 
welcome you, regardless of 
your faith. Diversity is our 
strength #WelcomeTo- 
Canada,” has served as a wel- 
come mat that has severely 
overwhelmed our capacity to 
process all those people. 

This virtually guarantees 


that bad people intent on 
hurting us will slip through 
our security. 

Reports suggest we could 
see 400 people a day crossin, 
over the Roxham Road illega 
border into Quebec from NY 
State. 

The illegal crossings into 
Canada are from people 
claiming asylum, but most are 
economic migrants. As Que- 
bec buckles under an alarm- 
ing, unrestrained influx of 
newcomers, Trudeau throws 
money at the province to keep 


| 
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it quiet. 

In this province, Toronto 
Mayor John Tory has warned 
that the city has “reached the 
limit” in terms of its capacity 
of its ability to provide shelter 
and other social supports to 
new refugee claimants arriv- 
ing in Toronto and is in “ur- 
gent need” of assistance from 
the federal and provincial gov- 
ernments. 

Its share of refugee 
claimants has increased from 
11.2 per cent in 2016 (459) to 
37.6 per cent so far in 2018 


Mortgage Time Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


(2,351). 

Welcome to our own Euro- 
style migrant nightmare. 

The PM has blamed former 
PM Stephen Harper, saying 
budget cuts have caused the 
problem. 

If that were true and re- 
sources are strapped, why 
would Trudeau encourage 
mass numbers of people to 
come to Canada at a time we 
can’t process them all? Does 
that make sense to you? 

Obviously Canada should 
continue welcoming refugees 
and immigrants. This com- 
passion has helped make our 
country a 

I myself am the product of 
Canada’s open door post-war 
immigration policy. However, 
it must happen within the rea- 
sonable capacity of our coun- 
try to absorb them. Otherwise, 
it puts ourselves and loved 
ones at a greater security risk. 

I don’t care what your poli- 
tics are - it’s time to wake up 
to the fact our own govern- 
ment, this Prime Minister, 
represents a very real security 
risk to the people of this coun- 
try. 
I believe it's a calculated 


push to transform the country 
in ways that will ultimately 
erode our freedoms, our 
safety, our economy and ulti- 
mately, our sovereignty. 

With ISIS being routed, the 
window for ieee the 
refugee crisis is closing fast. 

Whether it’s his anything- 
goes drug policy, his attack on 
our energy sector, his piling on 
massive debt, moves to redis- 
tribute our wealth on a global 
scale; everything he does ap- 
pears calculated to weaken us 
as a nation. 

The same devastating sce- 
nario has played out to disas- 
trous effect in Europe and in 
the U.S if you look at crime- 
ridden sanctuary cities and 
the border chaos encouraged 
by Obama. 

Open your eyes, Canada. Is 
this really what you voted for? 
Ifit isn’t, you'd better wake up 
fast. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor @peeldailynews.com 


May Monteiro 
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Peter MacKay the star attraction at Cuzzetto fundraiser 


by Marco Patrone 


Former Minister of De- 
fence and Foreign Affairs 
Peter MacKay was the star 
attraction at a fundraiser 
last week for Mississauga- 
Lakeshore PC candidate 
Rudy Cuzzetto. 

MacKay, who served in 
the Stephen Harper gov- 
ernment, is now a law 
partner in the firm of 


Baker McKenzie in 
Toronto. He delivered an 
informal, off-the-cuff 
keynote speech at 


Cuzzetto’s sold out $200 a 
plate dinner to more than 
80 people, raising “tens of 
thousands” in campaign 
contributions. 

MacKay said Cuzzetto’s 
long family history and 
service to the community 
would make him an excel- 
lent MPP for the riding. 

‘Rudy is going to deliver 
much needed change for 
the people of the riding of 
Mississauga Lakeshore,’ he 
said. 

He talked about his own 
history growing in the 
shadow of his father 
Elmer, before carving out a 


career as a crown prosecu- 
tor in Nova Scotia before 
entering politics and then 
returning to practicing law 
where. 

He says it’s absolutely 
the time to dump the Lib- 
erals June 7, and says 
Cuzzetto would make a 
fine addition to the Ford 
caucus. 

As a candidate in the 
coming election, Cuzzetto 
was not allowed to attend 
the event under the cur- 
rent election rules. His 
youngest son Joey intro- 
duced MacKay. 

His other son Michael 
and wife Marie were on 
hand as was Kayla Ford, 
daughter of PC Leader 
Doug Ford. 

“People came out with- 
out me being there,” said 
Cuzzetto of the “standing 
room only” affair. “If peo- 
ple believe in you, they'll 
come out.” 

He says the turnout was 
a very diverse ethnic mix. 
“We had Chinese, we south 
Asians, I had Italians, An- 
glos, everybody.” 


Cuzzetto says he and 
MacKay “go way back” as 
far involving politics is 
concerned. He personally 
asked if MacKay would ap- 
pear at the fundraiser. 

Cuzzetto will be at- 
tempting to knock off Lib- 
eral Charles Sousa. He’s 
been a high profile mem- 
ber of the Wynne govern- 
ment, serving as Finance 
Minister since 2013. 

Cuzzetto says he’s spo- 
ken to card carrying Liber- 
als who intend to vote PC 
this time around. He says 
Sousa’s close association to 
the province’s ballooning 
debt could be his undoing. 

“After 15 years of Liberal 
mismanagement, waste, 
and scandal, I know there’s 
no future for our children 
and my future grandchil- 
dren in this province. 
Right now, we all owe 
$23,000 (per person) to 
pay down this Ontario 
debt. If they keep going the 
way they are, it could be 
$30,000. It looks like 
there’s no end to it,” 
Cuzzetto said. 
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Brampton councillor announces 


bid for regional seat 


by Alex Gregory 


As the nomination period for 
prospective candidates in the 
municipal election gets under- 
way, one Brampton councillor 
has announced his intent to 
make a run for a regional seat. 

Ward 7 & 8 Councillor Pat 
Fortini announced his cam- 
paign to run for the regional 

oard position, which is open 
due to current council member 
Gael Miles retiring later this 
year 

“There is still a lot more 
work to be done both at the 
City and Regional level,” For- 
tini said in a prepared state- 
ment Tuesday morning. “I 
have been listening to the con- 
cerns of residents and I will 
continue to advocate on their 
behalf.” 

Fortini, who emigrated to 


Canada with his parents as a 
child, has been a long-time 
resident of Brampton and a 
City Councillor since 2014. He 
currently serves on a number 
of boards and advisory com- 
mittees in addition to his 
council duties. 

“Residents of Brampton had 
spoken loud and clear about 
the need for new leadership,” 
said Fortini, referring to recent 
initiatives he has supported, 
including seniors’ issues and 
the renovation of the Howden 
Recreation Centre. 

Nominations for all munici- 
pal positions throughout the 
region opened yesterday and 
will continue to be accepted 
until July 27. The municipal 
election will be held on Oct. 22, 
2018. 


Pro-lifers to rally against “discriminatory” changes to 
summer jobs program 


by Marco Patrone 


March for Life organizer 
John Killackey, of St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi Parish in Mis- 
sissauga, says the 
upcoming rally set for May 
10 will press federal MPs to 
remove controversial 
changes to the Summer 
Jobs Program considered 
an affront to people of 
faith. 

“This will definitely come 
up during the presentation 
part that takes place from 
12:30 to 1:30 before the ac- 
tual march. This will defi- 
nitely be brought up to the 
Members of Parliament in 
Ottawa,” Killackey told Peel 
Weekly News. 

Last year, the Trudeau 
government added an at- 
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testation to the Canada 
Summer Jobs Program, 
which requires applicants 
for grants to declare their 
core mandate respects “the 
values underlying the 
Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms,” and goes 
on to specifically mention 
reproductive rights, which 
means access to abortions. 
Some Liberal MPs have 
broken ranks with their 
own government on the 
issue, including John 
McKay, a pro-life MP for 
Scarborough-Guildwood. 
Killackey says the govern- 
ment is forcing people to 
renounce their faith-based 
opposition to abortion, in 
order to access a taxpayer 
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funded program. 

“Tt’s not only groups that 
dedicate themselves to pro- 
life causes, it’s not just 
Christians, Catholics, it’s 
Jewish, Muslim, Sikh many 
other religious organiza- 
tions. They simply can’t 
check off the box because it 
goes against their faith,” he 
said. 

The program has gener- 
ated tens of thousands of 
jobs for students employed 
in at summer camps, work- 
ing and doing many other 
jobs. “That money is simply 
not available to them this 
year because it goes against 
the who basis of their reli- 
gion that abortion is not ac- 
ceptable.” 

Faith-based groups have 
argued the new attestation 
violates their Charter 
Rights to freedom of reli- 
gion. 

“They have not listened 
so far. We don’t know 
what’s going to happen 
next year but there’s no in- 
dication they're going to 
make any changes.” 

In past years, as many as 


25,000 people have taken 
part in the March for Life 
“to bring the pro-life mes- 
sage that life is sacred from 
the moment of conception 
to the moment of natural 
death.” 

The one-hour march will 
wind its way through the 
streets of Ottawa. “Gener- 
ally, it’s a quiet peaceful 
march,” he said. 

Police will be on hand to 
keep an eye on things but 
rarely have they had any 
reason to step in. 

“There are some pro- 
abortion people which can 
necessitate the re-routing 
of the course. There are not 
many (pro abortion 
demonstrators), 75 to a100 
or so. They seem to get 
their way and get the 
march rerouted. In mes- 
sage that life is sacred and 
abortion should not be an 
option as far as an incon- 
venient birth.” 

Killackey says anyone 
looking for information 
should check the Campaign 
for Life coalition website. 
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Immigrants willfully violating Canadian law 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The desire to emigrate 
has increased so much 
among the Punjabi com- 
munity in India that peo- 
ple are doing everything 
they can to leave their 
country and reach foreign 
shores — even employing 
such extreme methods as 
using human traffickers, 
or willfully violating immi- 
gration laws. 

In recent years, though, a 
new trend has been emerg- 
ing. It’s very simple: If a 
person can’t come to 
Canada on his own or as an 
international student, they 
still come to Canada at the 
price of an international 
student’s expense. 

This was a big surprise to 
me. I was waiting on my 
Brampton street for the 
school bus to drop off my 
daughter, when a group of 


young women walked by. 

“Oh, study is so expen- 
sive here,” said one. An- 
other girl said, “Maybe for 
you, but I’m not even pay- 
ing a dime!” 

The other girls were sur- 
prised. “How is that?” 
asked the first girl. 

As the girl explained, 
there was a family in India 
whose son badly wanted to 
emigrate to Canada. They 
did everything, but no 
luck. But this girl was a 
bright student and easily 
qualified for a student visa. 

“So we made the deal,” 
she explained. “They pay 
all my expenses, from air- 
line fare to the college fees, 
books... right down to my 
boarding and lodging, and 
all my living expenses in 
Canada. In return, we'll get 
the boy to Canada by prov- 


ing that we are married.” 

Our people are nothing if 
not creative. But the sim- 
plicity of the scheme took 
my breath away. 

According to Canadian 
law, if an international stu- 
dent is married, they can 
bring their spouse over 
and the spouse can acquire 
a work permit for the dura- 
tion of the student’s period 
of study. 

So the young man’s side 
takes on the financial bur- 
den, while the young 
woman gets her “husband” 
across and completes her 
four-year degree. 

Assuming the age of the 
fiance is about 18 to 22 
years at the time they ar- 
rive, over the next four or 
five years they become 
permanent residents. After 
that, they get divorced 


around the age of 23-26 
years. 

They then find their orig- 
inal life partners and settle 
their life in Canada. Both 
sides part ways happily 
and go their separate ways. 
A good business transac- 
tion indeed. 

In recent years, the Pun- 
jabi community has al- 
ready made itself famous 
for fake marriages. Such 
fake marriages have not 
completely stopped, but 
the system has been tight- 
ened up. 

According to the Cana- 
dian Bureau of Interna- 
tional Education ( 
cbie.ca/media/facts-and- 
figures), there were 
353,000 international stu- 
dents in Canada in 2016. 
Among this tally, 34% 
were from China and 14% 


from India. 

From 2008 to 2015, the 
number of international 
students coming to Canada 
also increased 92%. Data 
from a 2010 government 
report ( http://www. inter- 
national.gc.ca/education/r 
eport-rapport) tells us that 
international students 
brought almost $8 billion 
worth of tuition fees into 
the economy and spurred 
the creation of 81,000 new 


jobs. 
These figures show 
Canada needs _ interna- 


tional students. But it is 
also true that there is no 
need for unnecessary at- 
tempts to follow the wrong 
path. 

Will the Liberal govern- 
ment pay attention to this 
spurious trend? 

One more fallout of such 


creativity is that the immi- 
gration department is un- 
able to tell the difference 
between true and false 
marriages. Consequently, 
genuine cases are affected. 

The rise in fake mar- 
riages has many Punjabi 
community organizations 
concerned about this issue 
enough to pressure the 
federal government to 
make changes in immigra- 
tion laws to prevent such 
fraud. 

At the end of the day, it’s 
not the system that’s the 
problem, it’s us who mis- 
use it by hook or by crook, 
to fulfill our dreams. And i 
needs to stop. 


Surjit Singh Flora is a Brampton- 
based freelance writer. 


Black community leaders debate with provincial leaders 


by Denissa Palmer 


For years, the relationship 
between politicians and their 
citizens have been a roller- 
coaster of emotions. 

Whether it be concerning 
local tragedies that we’re 
forced to face as a community, 
or social issues that have con- 
tinue to snowball into that 
seems to be out of control. 

We've always resulted in 
pointing the blame at the lead- 
ers who are in control of our 
society. 

Kathleen Wynne has been in 
power for the last five years, 
and supporters have contin- 
ued to believe in her mission 
to change the relationship be- 
tween a community and its 
leaders. 

Since she took office in 
2013, Wynne has contributed 
to the growth of Toronto in 
numerous ways. Recently, she 
has implemented a new en- 
forcement that allows all 
younger people free medica- 
tion until the age of 25. She is 
Ontario’s 25th Premier, and 
the leader of the Ontario’s Lib- 
eral Party. 

On Apr. 11, vont dedi- 
cated a portion of her day to 
meet at the Jamaican Cana- 
dian Association Centre to 
partake in a debate with the 
Black Community Leaders. 

During this debate, Wynne 
shared her humbleness with 
being apart of the debate be- 
cause of her awareness con- 
cerning the struggle among 
minorities. 

“There are some of you who 
have been engaged in a very 
long battle to remove barriers, 


for yourselves, your children 
and for your families,” she 
said at the start of the meet- 
ing. 

Wynne says she’s been en- 
a ed in this mission since her 

ids were little. Prior to being 
elected in office, when Wynne 
was the Minister of Education 
serving on the Toronto Dis- 
trict School Board she wanted 
to get tests done. 

Not a regular test that would 
rate the level of how “intelli- 
gent” you are, but one that 
would show why minority 
children were performing 
much lower than other chil- 
dren. 

She used an example of 
when the former Premier im- 
plemented policies around 
suspension and expulsion that 


were limiting black kids in the 
school system. 

“I can not remember a mo- 
ment in my life, that I didn’t 
know there was _ systemic 
racism. The question is why, 
why is that the case for me? 
Because I can’t remember 
even as a little girl not know- 
ing that black people were 
treated differently than white 
people,” she said. 

Wynne’s mother grew up in 
the Bahamas, with a very 
open-minded father who 
never gave into the social is- 
sues. 

As a child, her mother in- 
stilled that it was her and her 
sibling’s duty to ensure to 
eliminate any sort of racism 
they may encounter. 

Alongside Wynne was NDP 


leader Andrea Horwath and 
the leader of the Green Party, 
Mike Schreiner. 

Horwath has been a by- 
stander with Wynne when it 
comes to promoting a social 
change allowing a free and 
open opportunity for all. 

“We live in a city full of op- 
portunities, but too many peo- 
ple are not sharing the 
prosperity. And when people 
see government that ignore 
this reality, four years on end. 
Institutions that continue to 
fail to change and politicians 
who deliver nothing more 
than soundbites had led peo- 
ple to their cynical attitude 
concerning politicians,” said 
Horwath, who later said that 
the election is solely about 
change. 


DN 


“We can deliver change in 
Ontario. We can deliver the 
change that Ontario needs, 
and we can replace the cyni- 
cism and disappointment with 
anew sense of hope for the fu- 
ture,” she said. 

Horwath spoke about elect- 
ing leaders who will walk 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
black community to help up- 
lift them. 

“We can not settle for the 
status quo. We can not settle 
for a province where black 
families are more likely to live 
in poverty. We can not settle 
for allowing black children to 
be disproportionately repre- 
sented in the child welfare sys- 
tem. We can not settle for 
allowing black men and youth 
to be over presented in the 
criminal justice system in our 
province...” 

Horwath also went into de- 
tail about a $20 million-dollar 
fund being used to support 
Anti-Black racism in Toronto. 

Starting with the school sys- 
tem, changes need to be made 
to ensure kids have support 
for whatever they need. 
Whether it be motivation 
solely seeing a black teacher 
teaching them, or someone 
taking the time to offer an ear 
instead of neglecting their be- 
haviour. 

Supporting the cause, 
Schreiner expressed the im- 

ortance of financial resources 
or those looking to further 
their studies, to transition 
young people into the econ- 
omy. 

Schreiner said that he wants 


to ensure that schools have all 
the resources that they need to 
support their students and| 
work together with other 
school boards. He also said! 
that one of the reasons he got 
into politics was to change the 
status quo of young black 
men. 

“We have a complete outline 
detailing how can create those! 
economic opportunities, and| 
how we can ensure those 
schools have the resources 
they need to provide the serv- 
ices that our students need,” 
he explained. 

In 2017, Ontario imple- 
mented its first ever Black 
Youth Action Plan which is 
apart of the 3-year Anti- 
Racism Plan. When it is fully 
implemented the plan will last 
four years with a forty-seven- 
million-dollar budget dedi- 
cated to this strategic plan. 

This plan will consist of in- 
vestments “culturally focused 
parenting initiatives and men- 
torship programs, supporting 
young people’s wellness with 
programming that takes pre- 
ventative measures, access to! 
higher education and skills de- 
velopment, and investing in 
community outreach and pro- 
moting anti-violence”. With 
the support of our provincial 
leaders and our communities, 
a change can happen. 


Denissa Palmer is a jour- 
nalism student who is pas- 
sionate about local issues in 
the community. 
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Erinoak launches new Mississauga branch with splashy celebration 


by Alex Gregory 


Excited children filled the 
halls and guests packed the au- 
ditorium at ErinoakKids’ new 
Mississauga branch during a 
grand opening celebration last 
week. 

The 103,000 square-foot 
site, which is located at the cor- 
ner of Burnhamthorpe and 
Central Parkway, is part of a 
push to serve more than 
16,000 youths with develop- 
mental disabilities, via a series 
of new facilities built in Peel 
Region and Oakville. 

The Mississauga site is one 
of three sites built to replace 10 
outdated facilities, with a new 
Oakville facility unveiled last 
month and a Brampton site set 
to relaunch this week. 

As the site has grown, the de- 
mand for services and need for 
appropriate services has grown 

ong with it, said ErinoakKids 
president Bridget Fewtrell. 

“(This site) affords provides 
a place where children and 


youth can, for the first time, 
maximize their abilities in a 
space tailored to meet their 
needs,” said Fewtrell, pointing 
to the demand for their serv- 
ices increasing by an estimated 
10 is cent each year. 

The renovation project was 
funded by the province and is 
the first multi-site build of a 
children’s treatment centre of 
Ontario. It is also the largest 
project that has been overseen 
by the Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services. 

The project was a labor of 
love for many of the politicians 
who supported it, including 
Mississauga - Streetsville MP 
Bob Delaney, who said that he 
often drove past the Central 
Parkway site as it was bein 
built and saw how dedicate 
the staff and supporters were. 

“Thank you for the precious 
opportunity to bring the re- 
sources of Ontario to (Peel) to 
serve the kids and families, 


whose need defines the great- 
ness of our province in rising 
to this challenge,” said an 
emotional Delaney, who was 
close to tears at the end of his 
remarks. 

The site features a , ac- 
cessible playgrounds, an 
adapted fitness facility, two 
therapeutic playrooms and a 
“serenity garden”, along with a 
multisensory room to help re- 
duce aggression and anxiety in 
children with autism and de- 
velopmental disabilities. 

Delaney’s sentiments were 
shared by Mississauga Ward 6 
Councillor Ron Starr, who has 
made ErinoakKids the benefi- 
ciary of his Starrs on the Credit 
fundraiser for the last two 
years. 

Starr said that he was in- 
spired by the children he met 
at the different sites and 
pledged to do as much as he 
could to support them, noting 
that he hopes to increase his 


fundraising further 
this year. 

“When you see the 
children that are able 
to do more in life be- 
cause of the help they 
get ... that’s what 
makes the differ- 
ence,” he said. 

Erinoak board 
chair James Suther- 
land said that the site 
will set a new stan- 
dard for delivering ~ 
services to kids with 
disabilities. 

“Whether its phys- 
iotherapy, occupa- 
tional therapy, 
autism services or 
speech and language 
services, the new fa- 
cility will provide 
children and youth 
with the resources 
they need to achieve 
lifelong success,” he 
said. 


Caledon enters Smart Cities race 
for $10 million in funding 


by Curtis Underwood 


Caledon announced its in- 
tention this week to vie for 
more than $10 million in 
funding offered through the 
federal Smart Cities Chal- 
lenge, 

The federal challenge in- 
centivizes communities to 
envision improvements to 
the lives of residents 
through interconnection 
and innovation. Winning 
communities are eligible to 
receive up to $10 million in 
funding to implement and 
realise their plans. 

The Town provided their 
"challenge statement" on 
Monday, describing their 
plan to become a Smart City 
by connecting residents 
with technology. 


“With our large geo- 
graphic area, dispersed 
population centres and lack 
of widespread broadband 
internet access across Cale- 
don, all residents and busi- 
nesses _ will _ still be 
connected within the Town, 
allowing entrepreneurship 
to grow, individuals to con- 
nect, access to digital re- 
sources to expand, and 
innovation to thrive,” the 
Town said in its statement. 

Furthermore, the Townin- 
tends to increase the num- 
ber of traditional and 
non-traditional communal 
collection spaces, monitor- 
ing and collecting data on 
the usage of these designa- 
tions in order to ensure the 


spaces are meeting resi- 
dents needs. 

These initiatives include a 
hub intended to be a co- 
working space for entrepre- 
neurs and spokes dispersed 
in community spaces across 
a number of Caledon vil- 
lages and hamlets allowing 
access to resources found at 
the ‘hub’, tailored to their 
needs 

"Through this project, 
Caledon can be an example 
for other rural communities 
on how to connect and 
thrive using smart technol- 
ogy,” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. A shortlist of 
finalists is expected to be 
developed this summer. 


Brampton investment growth on track 
thanks to investments 


Over the course of 
2017, Brampton saw 
over $1.4 billion in con- 
struction activity from 
both new construction 
projects and expansions, 
the City said in a state- 
ment earlier this week. 

Continued momentum 
from this development 
activity and other initia- 
tives have resulted in in- 
creased jobs and 
investment in Brampton. 

The informaton comes 
from the city’sEconomic 
Development and Cul- 
ture Review for the year 
of 2017. 

The report, accessible 
in print and online, high- 


lighted the success of the 
2017 period and ex- 
panded on certain con- 
tinued initiatives that 
positioned the city for fu- 
ture growth. 

The number of Bramp- 
ton businesses grew at 
almost six per cent — out- 
pacing many of the city’s 
neighbours, Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey said on 


Monday. 
“Our population 
rowth, youth, quality of 


ife and diversity con- 
tinue to make Brampton 
a great place for busi- 
nesses to invest and fam- 
ilies to grow," she said. 
The announced Master 


Plans are _ strategic 
roadmaps for the city, 
and allow residents to 
view a clear direction of 
economic growth as well 
as plans for future col- 
laboration within the 
City. 

City Council is also in- 
vesting in a new STEM- 
focused university and a 
centre for innovation in 
2017 by committing up 
to $150 million to the 
project in collaboration 
with Ryerson University 
and Sheridan College, as 
well as a new Eri- 
noakKids branch and 
support for Peel Memo- 
rial Hospital. 


Is this Province ready for a change, because its starts June 7 


[e 


ONTARIOPC what we need? 


PC’s rolling out 


policies, is it 


More promises, 
will it help 
them? 


ONTARIO 


ONTARIO 


Are the NDP 


aN in line fora 


default opposition? 
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pporting Food Allergy Awareness Month 


S Up agan 


In early April, after hear- 
ing WestJet had decided to 
add almonds to their previ- 
ously nut-free menu, I cre- 
ated a petition that strongly 
encouraged them to revert 
to their more allergy- 
friendly stance. 

Today, on the second day 
of Food Allergy Awareness 
month, I have decided to 
declare victory. Whether or 
not we were actually victo- 
rious is debatable. 

Yes, WestJet has re- 
sponded positively to the 
food allergy community's 
concerns. They've made it 


clear that they are making 
every effort to ensure those 
with food allergies continue 
to feel safe and welcome 
aboard their flights. 

That is to say, every effort 
except removing the of- 
fending nuts from their 
menu. 

For many in the food al- 
lergy community, West- 
Jet's commitment to 
accommodate food-allergic 
passengers despite their 
surprising announcement 
was enough of a win. For 
others (including me), 
were thankful, yet feeling a 


OL 7 


bit let down at the same 
time. 

If an airline known for 
being the “gold standard” 
of air travel for those with 
food allergies takes a step 
back for reasons that seem 
to prioritize snacks over 
safety, what’s next? 

We should be moving 
forward, as outlined in the 
Canadian Anaphylaxis Ini- 
tiative’s Policy to Reduce 
the Risk for Anaphylactic 
Passengers, not backwards. 

That way, the many, 
many families whose chil- 
dren have multiple food al- 


lergies might one day feel 
like airlines value their 
safety too. 

My 28-month-old son, 
for example, is allergic to 
peanuts, some tree nuts, 
egg, sesame and sunflower. 

On a recent Air Canada 
flight, we were seated in the 
nut-free buffer zone. Fan- 
tastic, right? Well, not ex- 
actly. 

The moment I saw hum- 
mus on the menu, I broke 
out into a cold sweat. 

For the record, I do not 
expect airlines to remove 
all allergens from their 


menus. I only hope that 
buffer zones might one day 
be a safe space for those 
with allergies other than 
nuts too. But if allergy- 
friendly airlines are start- 
ing to take steps in the 
wrong direction, I can’t 
help but despair a little. 

Why does the food allergy 
community care so much 
about the food an airline 
serves? CAI’s Debbie Bruce 
explains: 

“There is a level of unease 
with the current Canadian 
airline policy that leaves us 
vulnerable at 35,000 feet in 


the air — in close quarters, 
sharing facilities with hun- 
dreds of other passengers 
and far from medical help.” 
If you want to help make 
a difference for those living 
with food allergies, what 
better time than Food Al- 
lergy Awareness Month? 
Consider writing a letter to 
your MP, and asking them 
to support CAI’s amazing 
policy (cai-allergies.ca/wp- 
content/uploads/2014/01/ 
Policy-to-Reduce-the-Risk- 
for-Anaphylactic-Passen- 
gers-20131221.pdf). 
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Zoning by-law approved for 
easier growth in Caledon 


Following a series of incon- 
sistencies identified by the 
Town in late 2016, the Local 
Planning Appeal Board 
(LPAT) has approved the 
Town of Caledon's Zoning By- 
Law (No. 2016-100), allowing 
ease of growth and establish- 
ment for businesses in Cale- 
don. 

The Town discovered dispar- 
ities between the Town's Zon- 
ae By-Law and the Town's 

cial plan with regards to 
the designation of industrial 
and commercial zones. 

These disparities added fur- 
ther complication to the 
process and cost of business 
establishment as it forced 
many businesses to rezone 
their property. 

Amendments to the Town 
By-Law have been approved by 
Town Council in order to rec- 
tify this situation and align in- 
dustrial-commercial zoning 
with the Town's Official Plan. 

After further escalation of 


the amendment to the Ontario 
Municipal Board, a decision 
has been reached which ap- 
proved the Town's By-Laws 
bringing conformity with the 
Official Plan. 

This change breaks down 
barriers to industrial and com- 
mercial businesses looking to 
establish in Caledon and 
comes at a time in which plan- 
ning for growth has been high- 
lighted as a "priority" in Town 
Council's Work Plan. 

Peggy Tollett, the Town’s 
General Manager of Commu- 
nity Servi,ce commented on 


the importance of the change 


highlighting its affect on 
growth areas such as Mayfield 
West and Bolton. 


Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson also spoke on the 
By-Law amendmen,t express- 
ing the importance of the 
changes. 

“A typical rezoning applica- 
tion process can cost the appli- 
cant a considerable amount of 
time and money. Removing 
these zoning barriers allows 
development to move more 
quickly and reduces the cost of 
doing business,” he said. 


Region launches new mobile dental clinic 


The Region of Peel’s Public 
Health division launched a 
new initiative last week to im- 
prove access to children’s 
dental care, via the launch of 
a 40-foot bus that features a 
mobile dental clinic. 

“Our dental bus is an exam- 
ple of how the Region uses in- 
novation to reduce health 
inequity across Peel,” said Dr. 
Jessica Hopkins, Medical Of- 
ficer of Health for the Region, 
last Thursday during a launch 
event. 
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“By bringing dental services 
directly into the communities 
that need them most, it 
bridges the barriers some 
families still face getting their 
children treated.” 

The Region will provide 
free preventive dental care to 
ehilcben whose families qual- 
ify for support. Services in- 
clude dental screening, 


cleaning, fluoride application 
and dental sealants. 

The initiative is intended to 
help families in Peel who face 


P of Peet_ 


working with you 


challenges travelling to clinics 
or are unaware these services 
are available. 

The new, expanded and 
fully-winterized mobile bus is 
the latest addition to the Re- 
gion’s preventive dental pro- 
graming, which began in 
2003. 

The program also includes 
indoor portable clinics that 
are set up temporarily within 
schools and various locations 
within the community. 


A big thank you to all of our fans for a great 


2017 / 2018 season, see you all next year. 


For Season Tickets go to: 


www.mississaugasteelheads.com 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Kaur receives hometown welcome during Walk of Fame ceremony 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Brampton’s most 
renowned poets received a 
hometown welcome when she 
returned last week for a one- 
night-only performance. 

Rupi Kaur, the bestselling au- 
thor of milk and honey, per- 
formed for a sold-out crowd at 
the Rose Theatre during the 
first of a series of events honor- 
ing this year’s inductees to the 
Brampton Arts Walk of Fame. 

“Everything has come full cir- 
cle,” said Kaur during the show, 
which featured readings from 
her works including the re- 
cently-released the sun and her 
flowers, along with a plaque 
presentation by Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey. 

Having just returned from an 
international tour, Kaur regaled 
audiences with anecdotes about 
her experiences in Brampton, 
alongside slam-poet style read- 
ings complete with background 
music. 

The recognition ceremony 
was an ironic one for Kaur, who 
noted that the first time she was 
on the Rose Theatre's stage, it 
was during her graduation 
from Turner Fenton High 
School, and that she wasn’t on- 


Thiel 


(L) Rupi Kaur performs selections from “the sun and her flowers” during a performance at the Rose Theatre on Apr. 26, 2018. (R) Mayor Linda Jeffrey pene Kaur, 
standing alongsider her parents, with a plaque at the end of the performance. (Photos by Christina De Melo) 


stage long enough to have a 
photo taken. 

“Cd thought) I’'d never be on 
this stage again,” she said, just 
before posing with her parents 
and Jeffrey with the Walk of 
Fame award. 


Kaur’s work has sold more 
than three million copies 
worldwide and netted numer- 
ous accolades, including more 
than 2.5 million followers on 
Instagram and an appearance 
on the New York Times’ best- 


seller list for more than 100 
consecutive weeks. 

Kaur also received a special 
recognition award as part of the 
Sikh Heritage Month celebra- 
tions, which took place over the 
past month in Brampton. 


Alongside this year’s in- 
ductees, Kaur’s plaque will be 
installed in the Garden at a fu- 
ture date following a redevelop- 
ment project. 

Other inductees in 2018 in- 
clude Director X (famous for 


collaborations with Drake and 
The Weekend, among other 
artists), Little Mosque on the 
Prairie creator Zarqa Nawaz 
and a posthumous induction 
for local historian William 
Perkins Bull. 


FOLD Festival takes over Brampton this weekend 


Adiverse selection of 
Canada’s best authors and 
writers will be on-hand this 
weekend as the FOLD Festi- 
val kicks off with a suite of 
events in Brampton. 

The third annual festi- 
val, which runs through 
Sunday (May 6), will see a 
host of emerging and estab- 
lished authors engaging in 
more than 25 sessions cov- 
ering a wide range of topics 
and featuring bestselling 
authors including Kim 
Thiy, Jillian Tamaki, 
Catherine Hernandez and 
many more. 

Utilizing a “three-fold” 
approach, the festival aims 
to engage readers, writers 
and educators with a variety 
of workshops, author dis- 
cussions and connections 
with key figures in the pub- 
lishing industry. 

The festival also cele- 
brates stories that reflect 
local and international di- 


versity, including Friday’s 
opening night gala, which 
will see CBC News’ Duncan 
McCue speaking to journal- 
ist Rachel Giese and Yale 
professor Jamil Jivani about 
the topic of masculinity in 
their respective books Boys: 
What It Means to Become a 
Man and Why Young Men: 
Rage, Race, and the Crisis 
of Identity 

The speaker series fol- 
lows a_ successful launch 
earlier this year of a literary 
series launched at the Rose 
Theatre, which featured 
local author Karl Subban 
talking about his book How 
We Did It. 

“Every year, FOLD pro- 
vides a meaningful experi- 
ence for Brampton residents 
and visitors,” said Jael 
Richardson, Artistic Direc- 
tor of the FOLD, earlier this 
year. “We wanted to find a 
way to give people a little 
taste of that literary good- 


ness throughout the year.” 

Other featured events 
will include a Spoken Word- 
Showcase at St. Mary’s Ele- 
mentary School on Friday, 
featuring performances 
from Toronto-based Nasim 
Asgari and former Missis- 
sauga Poet Laureate Wali 
Shah, while the evening will 
feature a discussion be- 
tween journalist Amanda 
Parris and authors Robyn 
Maynard and Tanya Talaga 
about current news stories 
and hard truths in media. 

The festival will also in- 
clude a series of writing 
workshops, youth reading 
sessions and a roundtable 
discussion about diversity 
with Ali Hassan, the host of 
CBC’s Canada Reads, on 
Sunday. 

Single-day passes are 
available for Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday’s events. 
For more information, visit 
www.thefoldcanada.org. 
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Fashionista Diinesh Ramsay shines at Jashn extravaganza 


by Lachman Balani 


The GTA fashion world 
was rocked by a one of a kind 
event held over the weekend 
at Mississauga’s Red Rose 
Convention Centre. 

Fashion brain and former 
Femina Miss India _ Liza 
Varma teamed up with locals 
Sharad Lall Mathur and 
Rajiv Malhotra to bring to- 
gether the best in fashion de- 
sign, models and_ global 
expertise. 

Top gun fashionistas Anju 
Modi, Shyamal and Bhu- 
mika, Satya Paul, Pallavi 
Jaikishan, Vikas Makhija, 
Jainee, Prarena Grover and 
Mohey-Manyavar modeled 
creations from India along 
with Mississauga-based de- 
signer Diinesh Ramsay. 

Arpan Vohra from the 
London fashion scene, Rozzy 
Surii - a familiar face in the 
Canadian Fashion weeks of 
Vancouver and Calgary - 
plus many more graced the 
spectacular event. 

The three-day fashion ex- 
travaganza opened with a 
beautiful gala evening filled 
with dance, music, food and 
entertainment, keeping true 
to its name, Jashn — mean- 
ing a celebration. 

Apart from the elegant 
runway shows, this splendid 


affair had exhibits by luxury 
wedding planners like Vogue 
Wedding Company and lux- 
ury jewellery brands Art 
Karat and Red Dot, amongst 
many others showcasing 
their designs and services 
throughout the weekend. 

This event, one of the first 
of its kind, aims to bring in 
the world of South Asian de- 
signers to the local area, not 
just for a fashion show, but 
to further Indo-Canadian 
ties and meld the fashion in- 
dustry with global business 
opportunities. 

“The bridal collections we 
showcase brings India to the 
world in the form of craft or 
couture with sensibility to 
the Western world,” said de- 
signer Shyamal. “Tt is a kind 
of fusion.” 

Designer Anju Modi, 
whose single mission is to re- 
vive and revisit traditional 
textile arts of weaving, em- 
broidery in gold and silver 
and bring it back to the 
younger generations, said 
‘tradition and culture is a 
base and it moves on to 
evolve as per the civilization 
— there are no boundaries — 
it is global desi look which is 
comfortably rooted in time- 
less traditional craft like 


zardozi and zari work.” 

“Tt is artistic, a kind of po- 
hee design; smartly done 
with minimal touches to ap- 
peal to the generation,” she 
explained. 

Modi is best known for her 
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Fashions by designers Shyamal and Bhumika are modele 


work in the film Baajirao 
Mastani, which won her the 
coveted Filmfare award for 
Best Costume Design in 
2016. 

Her bridal collection show- 
cased in Toronto was replete 


uring 


the 2018 Jashn celebration. (Photo by Lachman Balani) 
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with rich traditional art em- 
broidery in gold and silver 
and in luxurious hues of sun- 
rise and sunset which trans- 
ported the audience to an era 
of maharajas and maharanis 
— it made you feel like a 
princess, and one could see 
the passion the designer has 
for detail in textures, weave 
and embroidery. 

Designer Arpan Vohra, 
from the London fashion 
world, brought a modern 
touch to his stunning collec- 
tion of prét and bridal wear 
with modified lehengas, 
anarkalis, and dhoti_ sal- 
waars — a true wearable fu- 
sion of East meets West with 
a light and fresh new look. 

The weekend of high fash- 
ion ended with stunning pre- 
sentations by 
Mississauga-based Designer 
Diinesh Ramsay and the 
grand finale by Shyamal and 
Bhumika. 

Diinesh Ramsay’s quintes- 
sential wedding collection 


for elegant brides and 
grooms was very well-re- 
ceived and applauded. 


The theme was flowing 
long lehengas and _ saris 
adapted for the modern 
bride with lots of sparkle, 
heavily beaded and sequined 


Are you looking to 
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to book your appointment 


work on materials which lent 
to a lot of movement with 
each step. 

His collection for 
menswear was replete with 
dhoti salwaars and sherwa- 
nis with rich embroidery in 
luxurious textures especially 
made with today’s grooms in 
mind. The collection was fit 
for royalty! 

The much-anticipated fi- 
nale by Shyamal and Bhu- 
mika was an_ ethereal 
forest-themed collection. 

The colours mimicked a 
beautiful forest ranging from 
light fern green to dark 
emerald greens and floral in- 
spired hues of peaches and 
pee pink. The gorgeous out- 

its just lightly floated by, 
shimmering _—_with light 
touches of gold or silver se- 
quins, embroidery and 
handwork all inspired by na- 
ture. 

The result was a breathtak- 
ingly beautiful bridal collec- 
tion. Audible sighs and gasps 
were heard as each of the 
models walked the ramp. 

Congratulations to the en- 
tire team who brought this 
designer event to the Peel 
Region, and here’s to an- 
other bigger Jashn (celebra- 
tion) next year! 
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Mississauga invites youth to 
ride MiWay and swim free 
with “Freedom Pass” 


Looking for a little bit of 
freedom this summer? 

Mississauga youth aged 12 
to 14 are being offered a new 
Freedom Pass to help get out to 
local events, parks, and _ li- 
braries. 

The Freedom Pass allows 
youth to ride MiWay and ac- 
cess city pools from July 1 to 
Aug. 31, free of charge. 

Mississauga's youth are 
encouraged to "truly explore 
Mississauga during the sum- 
mer montis! and better famil- 
iarise themselves with MiWay 
routes. 

Freedom Pass cards are 
now available to pick up. Appli- 
cation forms can be bee on- 


line or picked up from any City 
of Mississauga community 
centre. 

Applicants are required to 
bring some piece of identifica- 
tion and will need to have their 


photo taken by customer serv- 
ice staff on site. 

The Freedom Pass comes 
ata time in the lives of youth in 
which they are in transition to 
high school. Geoff Marinoff, 
Director of Transit for the City, 
said that the pass will help let 
young people gain independ- 
ence while getting familiar with 
our transit routes. 

The initiative accommo- 
dated nearly 7,000 youth in 
2017, and continues MiWay's 
efforts to "reduce Mississauga's 
carbon footprint and help con- 
serve energy by eliminating 
travel that would have been 
made in a single occupancy 
car," he said. 

Valid Freedom Pass hold- 
ers are eligible to ride MiWay 
for free. 

To learn more about the 
Freedom Pass, visit www.mis- 
sissauga.ca/freedompass. 


Brampton students engage in mock municipal voting 


by Curtis Underwood 


While youths between the 
ages of 9 and 11 may not be 
old enough to vote yet, 
Brampton students of the 
same age had the opportu- 
nity to learn more about 
the voting process and the 
significance of voting last 
week via a series of mock 


Municipal elections. 

Over 150 students from 
St. Joachim Elementary 
School and Our Lady of 
Providence Elementary 
School engaged in a mock 
election at school last 
month as part of Bramp- 
ton’s tests for its new voting 


equipment. 

The enthusiastic students 
voted on general questions 
about Brampton, including 
trivia questions relating to 
when Voting Day takes 
place, how many languages 
are spoken in Brampton 
and how many wards are in 

—_——=— 


the City. 

Students had the oppor- 
tunity to learn what a ballot 
looked like and how to 
mark a ballot properly as 
well as explore how resi- 
dents are closely connected 
with municipal government 
through everyday services. 

“The students of today 
are the voters of tomorrow, 
said Brampton city clerk 
Peter Fey, who commented 
on the importance of edu- 
cating youth on the voting 
process. 

“Voting is both a privilege 
and a responsibility, and an 
important way to shape 
your city,” Fey said. 

This mock voting exercise 
comes following recent 
school tours of Brampton 
City Hall as part of the 
Grade 5 curriculum. 

Local schools remain an 
important partner for the 
city, as they represent ap- 
proximately 75 per cent of 
voting locations. 

To learn more about the 
upcoming municipal elec- 
tion this October, visit 
www.brampton.ca/bramp- 
tonvotes. 


May is Flowering Month at PAMA 


"eg 
. | | | ! , 


Peel Art Gallery, Museum 
and Archives (PAMA) is cel- 
ebrating May’s “Museum 
Month” with a wide selec- 
tion of events and activities, 
including Family Fun Day 
celebrations and gardening 
owrkshops. 

This month, the museum 
is also offering free admis- 
sion to the museum on May 
19 and 20. 

In addition to year-round 
activities, this month’s ac- 
tivities include a free Green 
Thumb Gardening Series 
and a new Creative Expres- 
sions exhibition. 

Family Fun Day will take 
place on Saturday, May 19, 
from 10 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Become a curator and add 
to the PAMA Kids Commu- 
nity Museum Wall, while 
enjoying a day full of cre- 
ativity and activities such as 
art and yoga, family tours 
and more. 

Visitors can also partici- 
pate in a special Museum 
Month weekly contest for a 
chance to win PAMA prize 
packs by visiting the mu- 
seum’s social media chan- 
nels (@visitpama on 


Twitter, Facebook and In- 
stagram). 

Other featured events this 
month include: 


PAMA Tots (Wednesday, 
May 2 to June 27, 10:30 — 
11:30 a.m.) 

This eight-week program 
is targeted at caregivers 
with newborns to 12 
months, and includes sto- 
ries and songs. Participation 
is free for a limited time and 
pre-registration is required. 


Get Creative for Mother’s 
Day (Saturday, May 5, 1 - 
3:30 p.m.) 

Visit the museum for a 
Seed Paper Making work- 
shop and create a surprise- 


for a special someone can 
plant this upcoming 
Mother’s Day. 

This workshop is included 
in the cost of PAMA admis- 
sion ($12 for a family, 2 
adults and up to 5 kids). 
Registration is required. 


Community Connections, 
Art from PAMA’s Creative 
Expressions Program (May 
12 to July 22) 


This initiative, aided by 
the Community Fund for 
Canada’s 150th (a collabora- 
tion between PAMA and the 
Government of Canada), 
along with funding from 
community foundations in 
all three areas in Peel, of- 


fers Creative Expressionsart 
workshops designed for 
children and adults with de- 
velopmental and physical 
challenges. The initiative 
will include an exhibition 
that will showcase the 
amazing work created dur- 
ing the program, and will be 
held on May 27 from 2 - 4 
p.m. 


Green Thumb Garden Se- 
ries (in partnership with 
EcoSource) 


This series of workshops 
will teach participants how 
to grow healthy sprouts and 
microgreens indoors, make 
herbal teas, spot wild weed 
varieties and much more. 


PEEL 

ART GALLERY 
MUSEUM + 
ARCHIVES 


Workshops run once per 
week Wednesday from May 
16 - 30. 

Knit@PAM (Thursdays, 6 
—8p.m.) 


Drop-in for an evening of 


knitting and conversation. 
Beginners and experienced 
knitters are welcomed. Sup- 
plies and knitting support 
are included. Admission is 
free. 


Family Fun Weekend Ac- 
tivities (Saturdays and Sun- 
days, from 1 — 4:30 p.m.) 


Guide the family through 
art projects and inspire cre- 
ativity with a series of drop- 
in activities held throughout 


May,which are included in 
the cost of PAMA admis- 
sion. 


Brampton Folk Concert 
(Thursday, May 10, from 7 
— 8:30 p.m.) 


Brampton Folk Club will 
present the concer Flowers 
in your Hair, with perform- 
ances from March Yan, 
Brian Gladstone and Glen 
Hornblast. 


Peel Aboriginal Drum- 
ming Circle (Thursday, 
May 17, from 7 — 8:30 p.m.) 


Participate in an evening 
of shared traditions and 
songs. Admission is free. 


Throughout the year, 
PAMA offers a variety of 
workshops and programs 
for all ages: students, fami- 
lies, adults and seniors. 

PAMA is located at 9 
Wellington St. E.in Bramp- 
ton. 

Visit pama.peelregion.ca 
to learn more. 
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Second boxed soccer pitch 
comes to downtown Mississauga 


Mississauga announced 
its plans last Friday for 
the construction of a sec- 
ond installment of an out- 
door boxed soccer pitch, 
located in the city's down- 
town core. 

The uniquely designed 
pitch is the second of its 
kind in the nation, and is 
set to be located in Missis- 
sauga Valley Park. 

The pitch will provide 
an outdoor recreational 
environment for residents 
with the hope of encour- 
aging and promoting in- 
formal soccer play. 

Ward 4 Councillor John 
Kovac commented on the 
new addition to Missis- 
sauga recreation ex- 
pressed his excitement for 
the expansion of outdoor 
recreational spaces in the 
city. 

Arriving just one year 
after the installation of 
the very first boxed soccer 
pitch also located in Ward 
4, the continued expan- 
sion of this project in- 
tends to "help build a 


stronger, healthier and 
engaged community," he 
said. 

City staff determined 
the location was best 
suited for this boxed pitch 
due to the high volume of 
park visitors and limited 
available parkland. 

The site will be a pop-up 
sport concept, therefore 
the pitch will not assume 
formal programming 
from the city, but will in- 
stead support and pro- 


| a a ra 


| | 
4 


i 


mote informal, drop-in 
soccer games. 

The city has assumed re- 
sponsibility for the instal- 
lation, maintenance and 
repair of the soccer pitch 
and will continue to mon- 
itor the projects use in 
order to further inform 
planning for additional 
installations around the 
city. 

The City anticipates the 
second soccer pitch will 
be completed by fall 2018. 
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Rock and Roll Celebrations come to Mississauga 


Spring is here... and so is 
the season of classic rock! 

Classic 60's, 70's and 80's 
rock is coming to Missis- 
sauga’s Great Hall this Fri- 
day (May 4) and Saturday 
(May 5), presented by 
Windmill Theatre. 

The Great Hall is set to 
come alive with an ener- 
getic series of tracks from 
the 60's, 70's and 80's in 
Windmill’s new concert, 
The Age of Rock and Roll. 

Fourteen professional vo- 
calists from the Missis- 
sauga area are set to 
perform high-calibre Rock 
and Roll tracks, in an envi- 


ronment where audiences 
can let their hair down and 
party! The concerts will 
also include complimen- 
tary snacks, candlelight 
and cash bar. 

“This great music will ex- 
cite you and lift your spir- 
its,” said Windmill’s artistic 
director, Brian Pritchard. 

“The fourteen voice 
Windmill Singers and our 
Band love Rock and Roll 
and love to sing the music 
of an unforgettable era.” 

Performers include Heidi 
Cyfko, Michelle  Gia- 
cometti, Christa Clahane, 
Emily Klatt, Katie We- 


strope, Raylin Marcotte, 
Diana Rimac, Erin Boyle, 
Chris Burke, Blair Barns- 
dale, Jason Hales, Justin 
Bacchus, Heather Christine 
and Brian Pritchard. 

The Windmill Band will 
also be featured at the 
event, with Alex Furlott on 
bass, Andrew Scott on 
drums and Fraser Melvin 
on the guitar. 

Event tickets are avail- 
able for $35. For more de- 
tails on the event and to 
purchase tickets, visit 
Windmill Music's website 
at www.windmillmusic.org 
or call (905) 483-5702. 


Health and Wellness - Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Yesterday, what is it? 

It is the day we already 
lived. Was it good? Was it 
fantastic? What did we do 
with it? 

Today, what is it? It is the 
day we are living. Are we 
making the best of it? How 
much longer do we have to 
be here in the moment 
today? 

Tomorrow, what is it? It is 
the today we are going ie live. 
We can think it will hold so 
much more than today, but 
will it? Tomorrow will be dif- 
ferent or will it just be like 
every “today”? 

Tomorrow, I will change. 
Tomorrow, I will do my exer- 
cises, but today I don’t feel 
like it. 

Yesterday is showing us 
what we could change today. 
Our past is what was and no 
matter how we look back on 
it, it can’t be relived. Being 
better is just the beginning of 
today which will continue 
into tomorrow. 

All of our yesterdays will 
add into all our tomorrows. 
An interesting saying is 
“Today is a tomorrow that we 
thought about yesterday. 
Don't worry about tomor- 


row. Take care of today be- 
cause if you take care of 
today tomorrow will take 
care of itself.” 

So often I hear people 
telling me that nothing 
changes but it is the fact that 
they dont see the changes or 
refuse to see them. 

Every sunrise is different as 


is the sunset. We change and 
think in different ways but 
we don’t always see it. 

The world turns and sea- 
sons change. Flowers bloom, 
grass grows, water flows, 
trees grow, the moon 
changes cycles. Our hair and 
nails grow; our skin sheds 
and is renewed; we breathe; 
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our body works in so man 
different ways and_ it 
changes. 

How can we think nothing 
changes? Go ahead take a 
picture over several days and 
you will be shocked at the 
changes. 

What are we doing? Are 
we watching all our tomor- 


rows drifting by and waiting 
for someone else to change 
them? 

Are we still looking back 
and wanting to change our 
past or do we live with re- 
grets of not doing something 
we know now would have 
changed our life today? Is it 
worth it? 


What if we took today and 
did something different? 
What if we took a step in a di- 
rection we always wanted to 
go but were afraid of failing? 
What if we saw things differ- 
ently? 

Start by little things. Ex- 
amine where, who, what you 
are today. What in all of 
those things do you want to 
be different? 

Now draw yourself a map 
to get to where you want to 
go. Step by step, go forward. 
If you fail, then so be it but 
examine what the failure is 
rather than just live with it. 

Sometimes failure teaches 
us to examine further and 
look to what is really what we 
want as opposed to hoping it 
comes about. Success is mo- 
mentary and failure is just a 
mirror to show us how we 
feel about ourselves. Both 
hold value. 

So yesterday, today and to- 
morrow — what have you 
learned? Celebrate each of 
them and life will improve. 

A saying is that today is 
called the present or another 
word, gift. So, celebrate the 
gift of today and all things 
will be better. 
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Mississauga set to open new Driver 
Examination Centre this August 


The province announced 
the opening of a new DriveTest 
Centre in Mississauga last week, 
with the intention of adding 
more convenience and reducing 
wait-times for Peel Region resi- 
dents. 

The new DriveTest Centre, 
located at 255 Longside Drive, 
will open this August, and is ex- 
pected to fulfil the driver exam- 


ination requirements of around 
300,000 customers and filter 
customers across additional lo- 
cations, reducing wait-times at 
seven nearby centres through- 
out the western GTA. 

MPP Dipika Damerla was 
at the site of the future DriveTest 
Centre on Friday and com- 
mented on the affect of the 
province's increased invest- 


ments in DriveTest Centre's 
across Peel. 

“Our investment in this new 
DriveTest Centre will improve 
frontline service and reduce wait 
times not only for residents in 
Mississauga but also across Peel 
and the western GTA,” she said. 
“People will have better access 
to the driver licence services 
they need, faster.” 

The opening of this new op- 
eration comes as an addition to 
Ontario's current 56 full-time 
and 39 part-time DriveTest 
Centres. 

The province recently an- 
nounced increased service en- 
hancements to 13-high demand 
DriveTest Centres, including ex- 
tended hours of operation and 
increased staff for nearby Dri- 
veTest Centres including, 
Brampton, Etobicoke, 
Downsview, Oakville and Or- 
angeville locations. 
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Peel schools celebrate Asian 
Heritage Month with spotlight events 


This month, Peel Dis- 
trict School Board students 
and staff will participate in 
a number of events and ac- 
tivities to celebrate Asian 
Heritage Month, including 
the board’s annual Spot- 
light on Asian Heritage 
events which will take 
place on May 8 and 9 at the 
HJA Brown Education 
Centre. 

More than 500 stu- 
dents and staff will attend 
the spotlight events, which 
consist of a keynote pres- 
entation and interactive 
workshops led by Peel staff. 

Entertainment Tonight 
Canada host Sangita Patel 
will also be the keynote 
speaker for the May 8 
event. 

“Although Asian Her- 
itage Month takes place in 
May, our schools are com- 
mitted to celebrating all 


communities and cultures 
throughout the school 
year,” says Peter Joshua, 
director of education. “Our 
keynote and workshop pre- 
senters at our spotlight 
events will help inspire our 
students and staff to con- 
tinue to shine the spotlight 
on Asian heritage in their 
schools and communities.” 

Beatty-Fleming Sr. 
Public School in Brampton 
will host an Asian heritage 
assembly on May 30 where 
students will have the op- 
portunity to learn about 
continental Asia, the vari- 
ety of cultures and the 
Asian Diaspora. 

Oakridge Public School 
in Mississauga will host 
guest readers who will 
share their own cultural 
identity and what Asian 
heritage means to them. 
Peter Joshua will read to 


students on May 15. Poleen 
Grewal, associate director 
of instructional and equity 
support services, will read 
to students on May 24. 

The Spotlight on Asian 
Heritage events will run 
from 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at 
the HJA Brown Education 
Centre, located at 5650 
Hurontario Street. 

Students in grades 7 to 
12 will participate on May 8 
and students in grades 2 to 
6 will attend on May 9. 

Asian heritage artwork 
by students will be on dis- 
play in the atrium through- 
out the month of May. 

Beatty-Fleming Sr. 
Public School is located at 
21 Campbell Dr. in Bramp- 
ton. 

Oakridge Public School 
in Mississauga is located at 
2060 Stonehouse Cres. in 
Mississauga. 


Brampton follows Mississauga’s 
lead on low-income transit 


A new initiative benefit- 
ing low-income residents 
in Brampton was an- 
nounced Tuesday by Peel 
transit officials. 

The new program, 
which begins this week, 
allows residents who earn 
an income below the Low 
Income Measure thresh- 
old to apply for a subsidy 
of 50 per cent off the cost 
of a registered PRESTO 
card. 

The program (ATP) is a 
partnership between the 
City of Brampton, City of 
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Mississauga and the Re- 
gion of Peel, and follows a 
similar initiative 
launched by Mississauga 
last year that performs 
the same purpose. 

The program will im- 
prove the quality of life 
for low-income residents 
by providing better access 
to employment opportu- 
nities and community 
services, said Peel human 
services commissioner 
Janice Sheehy. 

Mayor Linda Jeffrey, 
who also backed the pro- 
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gram, said that it will help 
level the playing field for 
low-income families. “It’s 
about understanding that 
in order for them to thrive 
they need to be able to af- 
ford transportation to get 
to work, to school and to 
appointments,” she said. 

Residents who meet the 
criteria ur the piveten 
cana visiting peel- 
ones / atordabieeane 
sit. Applications will be 
accepted on a first come, 
first served basis. 


Caledon will “Raise the Roof” with 
beneficiary for golf tournament 


The lion’s share of pro- 
ceeds from Caledon Coun- 
cil’s annual charitable golf 
tournament will go towards 
the renovation of a heritage 
property, the Town an- 


nounced Tuesday. 

Raising the Roof, a na- 
tional charitable organiza- 
tion focused on youth 


homelessness, will be the 
beneficiary for Caledon’s 
2018 golf tournament, 
which will be held on Sept. 
5 at Osprey Valley Golf 
Course. 

The funding will the 
renovation of “the Church 
House” on Cedar Mains 
Drive, which will be adapted 


as supportive housing for 
local families with adult 
children who have intellec- 
tual or development disabil- 
ities. 

Once renovated, the 
property — which is on land 
owned by Toronto and Re- 
gion Conservation Author- 
ity (TRCA) -- will be turned 
over to Caledon Area Fami- 
lies for Inclusion (CAFFI), a 
local parent organization 
that helps support families 
and their family members 
with intellectual or develop- 
mental disabilities. 

“Tt’s hard to imagine a 
more deserving and worth- 
while cause,” said tourna- 
ment chair and Caledon 
councillor Johanna 
Downey. “We are proud to 
support local families who 
have been working so hard 
over the years to support 
one another enrich the lives 
of their adult children.” 

The renovation is the 
first installment of Raising 
the Roofs "Reside" pro- 
gram, which repurposes ex- 
isting vacant buildings for 
supportive affordable hous- 
ing. 

From 2004 to 2017, the 
Caledon Area Families for 
Inclusion has donated over 
$1 million to community or- 
ganizations. 

For more information 
on the tournament, visit 
caledon.ca/golf. 
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WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Runners of all ages will 
vie to be “better, faster” 
this weekend as the 15th 
installment of the Mis- 
sissauga Marathon hits 
the city, bringing thou- 
sands of participants to 
the local area. 

The annual marathon, 
which runs from Friday 
(May 4) through until 
Sunday, is intended to 
be a milestone celebra- 
tion and will include 
participants who have 
run through all 15 years 
of the local event. 

Race director Brody 
Coles said that this 
weekend’s marathon is 
is all about the partici- 
pants, who have helped 
grow the festival and 
made it into a destina- 
tion event. 

“We want to show 
everyone that our event 
is the best out there, and 
that starts with a focus 
on participants first,” he 
said earlier this month. 

The first Mississauga 
Marathon was held on 
May 16, 2004, with Full 
Marathon, Half 
Marathon, Corporate 
Relay, 10K, 10K Student 
Relay and 2K events. 

While several of the 
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events have carried 
through to the most cur- 
rent event, this year’s 
lineup of runs has ex- 
panded to include a Full 
Marathon Relay Chal- 
lenge, along with the the 
“Hazel” 5KM run and 
2KM Fun Run/Walk. 

Nearly 10,000 partici- 
pants took part in last 
year’s event, and this 
year promises to be even 
bigger. 

Safety and logistics are 
also key, and Coles said 
that the organizers have 
made sure that partici- 
pants can focus on being 
ready for the race. “We 
cover everything from 
parking to shuttles so 
participants and specta- 
tors can enjoy. the 
event,” said Coles. 

The fast course draws 
in a significant number 
of runners, looking to 
take the next step in 
their running career and 
also have the opportu- 
nity to qualify for the 
Boston Marathon, as 
was covered by Peel 
Weekly News last week. 

The 2017 Mississauga 
Marathon produced 146 
Boston Qualifying times 
and has recorded a total 
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of over 2,000 qualifying 
times since 2004. 

Many runners have 
also achieved their per- 
sonal best times on the 
Full and Half Marathon, 
which is an Athletics 
Canada certified course. 

Lucas McAneney won 
the 2017 Full Marathon 
in 2:26, the fifth fastest 
time run by a Canadian 
anywhere in the world 
that year. 

Coles said that the 
team is particularly ex- 
cited to welcome back 
the runners who have 
participated in all 15 
marathons. 

“There are many op- 
tions for events in the 
GTA and it is great to see 
that year after year, peo- 
ple choose ours,” he 
said. “It really says 
something about the 
quality of our event ... we 
encourage people from 
across the GTA and On- 
tario to take part and ex- 
perience (the Marathon) 
for themselves.” 

Things kick off on Fri- 
day with a Health & 
Wellness Expo being 
held at Port Credit Me- 
morial Arena from 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m., and on 


aww 


Saturday from 10 a.m. - 
5 p.m. The expo will fea- 
ture vendors and sam- 
ples for visitors, as well 
as the opportunity for 
participants to pick up 
their race kit. 

On Saturday, the 

“Hazel” 5KM run begins 
at 6 p.m., followed by the 
10KM and 10KM Stu- 
dent Relay runs at 6:30 
p.m. 
The main event kicks 
off early on Sunday with 
the launches of the Full, 
Half and Full Marathon 
Relay Challenge at 7:30 
a.m., followed by the 
2KM Fun Run/Walk at 
12:30 p.m. 

All races finish at Lake- 
front Promenade Park in 
south Mississauga, 
where all finishers will 
receive their medals 

Approximately 40 par- 
ticipants will be com- 
pleting their 15th 
marathon. 

For more information 
on the marathon and 
start times, visit 
www.mississaugama- 
rathon.com. 


Lacrosse season in Peel is underway 


by Brendan Lang 


Lacrosse season in Peel is 
underway for the Junior B 
Brampton Excelsiors and 
Mississauga Tomahawks. 

While the Junior C Cale- 
don Bandits, Junior A 
Brampton Excelsiors and 
the Brampton Excelsiors of 
the MSL (Major Series 
Lacrosse) are _ starting 
within the next month, the 
action is kicking in early. 

The Junior C schedule got 
underway at Caledon’s 
Mayfield Arena against 
Mimico last night. The Jun- 
ior C’s go on the road to take 
on Halton Hills at the Mold 
Masters Arena this Satur- 
day (May 5). 


The Brampton Junior A 
Excelsiors’ home opener is 
Friday, May 18 at 8 p.m. 
against the St. Catherine’s 
Athletics. 

All home games for the 
Junior A and the MSL 
Brampton Excelsiors will be 
played at Century Gardens 
this season as Brampton 
Memorial is undergoing 
renovations. 

The MSL Excelsiors are in 
the Midst of their training 
camp and their season 
starts on Sunday, May 27 
with a 6 p.m. match against 
Cobourg. 

The Brampton Excelsiors 
of Junior B have played two 


games and have come out 
with a record of 1-1. 

They dropped their sea- 
son opener to Halton Hills 
11-10 in overtime and won 
their last time out 12-9 
against the Orillia kings. 

On the other hand, the 
Mississauga Tomahawks 
have played to an 0-3 record 
to get their season under- 
way. 

Their year got off to a 
rocky start dropping the 
season and home opener 17- 
4 against the Oakville Buzz,. 
Their next game was a step 
back into the right direction 
as they made it a closer 
game, but ended up on the 


short end of a 16-9 score 
against Orillia. 

In their final game of the 
week, they lost at home to 
the Green Gales by a score 
of 14-8. 

Mississauga’s next game 
will be played today in West 
Durham against the Iron 
Heads. 

Brampton will continue 
their early schedule tomor- 
row night against the Green 
Gales at 8 p.m. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekly 
News for continuing cover- 
age of the season and post- 
game reports. 


Excelsiors get new owner ahead of 


2018 season 


by Benedict Rhodes 


The Brampton Excel- 
sior Lacrosse Club have 
announced that their 
Major-level, team are 
now operating under a 
new owner: Joe Norton, 
owner of Bug Juice Com- 

any. The Junior A and 

unior B teams will re- 
main controlled oF the 
club itself, but the Major 
team has switched own- 
ership to Mr Norton. 

Bug Juice Company has 
become the largest chil- 
dren's drink in_ the 
United States, and ac- 
cording to the Excelsiors 
website, Mr Norton plans 


to use his marketing ex- 

pertise and =e ve: to 
rebuild the Major Excel- 

siors into a competitive, 

championship team 

again, both on and off the 
oor.” 

‘The Brampton Excel- 
siors start their season on 
Sunday, May 27 at 6 p.m. 
away to the Cobourg Ko- 


iaks. 

Their first home game 
of the season is on June 
7, when they host the 
Oakville Rock at Century 
Gardens Arena. 
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Mississauga Marathon still going strong for anniversary 


by David Robinson 


Back in the early 2000s, 
then-Mayor Hazel McCal- 
lion and Elliott Kerr, the 
owner of Landmark Sports, 
got to talking about sports. 

The conversation was 
mostly centered around 
hockey, but the subject soon 
turned to running. Elliott 
had always been a fitness 
runner and Hazel has always 
been passionate about any- 
thing to do with keeping 
healthy. 

Elliott had for some years 
harbored a dream of a 
marathon within the city 
limits of Mississauga. 

“Our own marathon,” he 
thought. Why not? 

Turns out when he shared 
his dream with Hazel, she 
had been thinking the same 
thing for quite some time. 

They vowed to do every- 
thing possible to make it 
happen. A few years went 
by, and the inaugural Mis- 
sissauga Marathon was born 
in the spring of 2004. The 
event had a good turnout 
with 5,700 participants toe- 
ing the line. The organizers 
took advantage of a good 
thing - and have not looked 
back since. 

Fast forward to 2018 and 
the 15th annual Mississauga 
Marathon is set for Sunday, 
May 6 with a variety of other 
distances going off Friday 
night, Saturday night and 
Sunday. The total expected 
turnout is estimated to be 
around 10,000 - 12,000 par- 
ticipants. 

Registrations are up 11% 
from last year, with over 
1,000. signups in the 
marathon and the balance in 
the 2k, 5k, 10k, 1/2 marathon 
and the relay. 

Interesting to note that the 
family 2k and the relay are 
sold out. 


This is an event where 
everyone of all ages and abil- 
ities can participate. There 
are a group of 40 runners 
who have participated every 
year since the inaugural 
event. A special recognition 
is planned for those runners. 

Over the years, the event 
has attracted the attention 
not only the local running 
crowd but also running en- 
thusiasts from many parts of 
the world. 

In total, there are partici- 
pants from 14 different 
countries including USA, 
Ethiopia, France, India, 
Italy, Kenya, Netherlands, 
Philippines, Switzerland, 
UK, Bangladesh and Poland. 

The race has become a ter- 
rific fundraiser for many dif- 
ferent charities. Millions 
have been raised over the 
years and the total number 
charities is now up to 31. in- 
cluding Heart and Stroke, 
Canadian Blood Services 
and Canadian Cancer Soci- 
ety, to name a few. 

The marathon and half 
marathon start at City Hall 
on Sunday morning. Partic- 
ipants will wind their way 
through some of the nicest 
parts of Mississauga before 
reaching the finish line at 
Lakefront Promenade Park. 

The 5k starts in Port 
Credit just north of the light- 
house on Friday night, and 
the 10k starts at 6:30 p.m. 
on Saturday on Lakeshore 
Road at Birchwood Park. 

The marathon and half 
marathon races are noted 
for being quite fast, as they 
are officially a net downhill 
course with an 80 meter 
drop in elevation from city 
hall to Lake Ontario. 

The race is certified by 
Athletics Canada and is an 
official Boston marathon 


qualifier. 

A number of elite athletes 
have competed over the 
years. 

The Course record for the 
men’s marathon is 2 hours 
20 minutes and 36 seconds. 
The record was set by Daniel 
Njenga of Kenya in 2010. 

The women’s mark of 2 
hours 51 minutes and 37 
seconds was set in 2009 by 
Tanis Bolton of Brantford, 
Ontario. 

In the half marathon 
Danny Kassap of Toronto 
set the men’s mark with a 
clocking of 1:04:14 in 2004, 
and Mary Davies of Ottawa 
is the women’s record 
holder with a 1:14:04 in 
2010. 

The 2017 marathon win- 
ners have both registered for 
the 2018 event. Lucas 
McAneney of Burlington 
won the marathon last year 
with a time of 2:26. He is 
signed up for the _ half 
marathon this year. 

The 2017 women’s winner 
was Truphena Busienei of 
Hamilton with 3:06 clock- 
ing and she is planning to 
compete at the same dis- 
tance this year. 

There are also a number of 
Canadian elites competing 
in the smaller races. 

Sergio Raez Villaneuva 
and Tanis Bolton have both 
won the 10K past 2 years 
and are registered this year. 

Predrag Mladenovic has 
registered for the 5k and 
has won both the full and 
Half Marathon in the past. 

Events of this nature 
would not take place with- 
out the undying support of 
local volunteers many of 
whom have been working 
the race since the beginning. 

A total of 1,550 volunteers 
are expected to lend a help- 


ing hand during the week- 
end. 

The race expo, package 
pickup and late registration 
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will be all day Friday an 
Saturday at Port Credit 
arena. 

For more information on 


1 
Tine 


the race and pending road 
closures, go to www.missis- 
saugamarathon.com. 


Caledon achieves “Bike-Friendly” designation from coalition 


Caledon was awarded a 
bronze level designation as 
a Bicycle Friendly Commu- 
nity (BFC) last month from 
the Share the Road Cycling 
Coalition (STRCC), during 
a special presentation at 
the 10th Annual Ontario 
Bike Summit Awards 

The Town joins the rest of 
Peel Region as a_bike- 
friendly community, and 
making the region only the 
second in the province to 
have all of its municipali- 
ties recognized as certified 
areas. 

Councillor Jennifer Innis 


thanked her fellow Coun- 
cilors and members of the 
Town’s Cycling Task Force 
who help achieve the desig- 
nation during Council last 
week. 

“(Our team has) done an 
outstanding job in achiev- 
ing the BFC designation,” 
said Innis, “but let’s not 
stop here. Our next goal is 
to work towards a Silver 
designation, and I’m confi- 
dent that we'll be able to 
achieve that also.” 

The Town features a 
number of varied surfaces 
for cyclists of all ages, in- 


cludingflat trails, hilly 
roads and mountain bike 
trails. 

Some of the improve- 
ments the Town has pro- 
moted, which helped 
secure the Bronze designa- 
tion, included on-going 
partnerships to assist with 
planning and outreach, in- 
vestment in infrastructure 
upgrades, a commitment to 
cycling education and fi- 
nancial investment in cy- 
cling improvements. 

Caledon Council also ap- 
proved and endorsed a ded- 
icated cycling improvement 


budget of $200,000 in the 
2017 and 2018 budgets, 
which was supplemented 
with dedicated grant fund- 
ing from the Ontario Mu- 
nicipal Commuters Cycling 
program. 

50 kilometres of signed 
bicycle routes were ear- 
marked for the first year of 
a pilot program, along with 
installation of bike racks, 
bike counters, bike repair 
stands and a new informa- 
tion/map kiosk. 

The certification was also 
buoyed by the completion 
of the Kennedy Road re- 


construction project, which 
now includes paved shoul- 
ders that connects the Eto- 
bicoke Creek Trail from 
Mississauga and Brampton 
to the Greenbelt Route and 
Caledon Trailway via 
Kennedy Road and Heart 
Lake Road. 

Bicycle Friendly Ontario 
Manager Justin Jones said 
that the number of commu- 
nities who have been certi- 
fied has increased greatly 
over the last two years, and 
congratulated the Town for 
their accomplishments. 

“Caledon has some great 


community partnerships to 
support cycling education 
and encouragement efforts, 
and considerable work has 
been done to upgrade and 
enhance existing infra- 
structure to promote cy- 
cling,” Jones said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 

Residents are encouraged 
to visit the new trails and 
roadways. 

For more information or 
to share feedback about cy- 
cling in Caledon, visit: 
Caledon.ca/cyclecaledon. 
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Bruce 
Marshall 


By Wieekiy Column 


My friend Gael Miles, re- 
gional councillor in Bramp- 
ton, announced her 
retirement this week. 

When the announcement 
was posted on social media, 
to a comment about Miles’ 
30 years of service, some 
keyboard wag _ posted, 
“#termlimits!” 

When you think of it — 
what's the rationale for the 
call for term limits? I don't 
see what the point is. 

Some would have us be- 
lieve that shorter terms 
mean fewer “professional 
politicians,” but it also 
means that people like 
Miles, with their institu- 
tional wisdom and histori- 
cal knowledge, would not be 
able to benefit an organiza- 
tion as long as the 30 years 
that Miles served. 

When we think of term 
limits — we think of the 
presidency of the United 
States. It would seem to be 
the “model” for term limits 
— two terms, then you're 
out. 
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But this is fairly recent. 
The presidency of FDR ran 
three terms. 

Now, think of the United 
States at the worst ebb in its 
history. President Herbert 
Hoover is unable to make 
the Great Depression 
budge, and is defeated by 
Roosevelt. 

FDR turns the United 
States around — the country 
was pulled out of the Great 
Depression — Just in time 
for WWII — during which 
Roosevelt served his third 
term. 

That's right — THIRD 
term. There were no term 
limits back then. 

Now consider the job that 
the West had to do during 
WWII. FDR was an integral 
player in that. 

Term limits in the U.S. 
would have meant that they 
would have gone into WWII 
with a green president — no 
matter what. 

You've got to ask yourself 
— would the U.S. - would the 
West — would the world 
have turned out different if 
a leader of FDR's calibre 
hadn't been at the helm? 

The opposite side of this is 
clearly the U.S. - where 


things would be much bet- 
ter had Obama been able to 
run another term. (And let's 
be clear — I fully believe the 
evidence shows that the 
U.S. is collapsing under 
Trump. They're desperately 
losing ground or being over- 
taken on many economic 
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and social measures.) 

This brings us back to 
local government... 30 years 
of knowing where every- 
thing is — and who everyone 
is... 30 years of understand- 
ing why things are the way 
they are. 30 years of watch- 
ing growth. 


I think all of these things 


a, 


are of great value to any or- 
ganization — just as a long- 
time firefighter or cop or 
accountant or truck driver is 
an asset to the organizations 
they serve. 

However — don't get me 
wrong — there's also a fresh 


perspective that new people 
may bring. That's valuable, 
too. 

I'm sure any expert in 
human resources would tell 
us that a mix of people 
works best. Thus, I'd sug- 
gest — a mix of experiences 
on a council, board or in a 
legislature serve us best. 

It must be said — we'll 
clearly get some new per- 
spective on Brampton 
Council this October. 

Let's hope the new council 
can work together and take 
Brampton and Peel forward 
- and make the right deci- 
sions. 

In short — the leadership 
and integrity that are so 
necessary to resurrect on 
Brampton Council. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor, and a long-time 
broadcaster with CHUM Radio. 
He was also a firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 
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